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THE VICTORY 


OF A SYMBOL 


eee 


HE Germ: e demonstrated their com- 

mon sense and their respect for a great na- 
tional figure in the presidential election of March 
18, in which President von Hindenburg received 
49.55 per cent of the total vote cast, or less than 
one-half of one per cent of the absolute majority 
necessary to elect him. His success at the “run- 
off” election, which will be held on April 10 and 
at which the candidate receiving a plurality will 
be elected, is thus assured. 


Field Marshal von Hindenburg, the victor of 
Tannenberg, was elected seven years ago by the 
German nationalists and monarchists. Since then 
his steadfast fulfillment of his oath to uphold the 
Weimar Constitution has made him a symbol of 
the new Germany. The unprecedentedly large 
vote he polled last Sunday may consequently be 
interpreted as a reaffirmation of the German Re- 
public. Furthermore, it constitutes an indirect 
vote of confidence in Chancellor Briining, whose 
continuance in office would have been impossible 
without the unfailing support of von Hindenburg. 


The provisional final returns of the election 
showed the following results: 


Von Hindenburg .............cccccccsceeeeees 18,661,736 


Hitler (National Socialist) .......... 11,328,571 
Thaelmann (Communist) .............. 4,971,079 
Duesterberg (Stalhelm) ................ 2,517,876 
Winter (Independent) ................000 181,115 

THREE. sieisciciittinnrainiaineasieeal 37,660,377 
Necessary for majority ............0000 18,830,189 


While the Nazi vote has almost doubled since 
September 1930, it falls so far short of a majority 
of the German electorate that the possibility of 
Hitler’s accession to power by “legal means” 
without the support of a coalition seems remote. 
Despite this fact, the Hitlerites are now probably 
the largest party in the Reich, and in the Prussian 
elections on April 24, when the question of choos- 
ing a worthy head of the state will not be in- 
volved, they may roll up an even larger vote. It 


is interesting to note, however, that in Thuringia, 
Hesse and Brunswick, where the Nazis have al- 
ready tried their hand at governing, von Hinden- 
burg polled more votes than Hitler; the latter ran 
ahead of the President in only three provinces of 
the Reich. 


The large Hindenburg vote also deprived Herr 
Hugenberg—the leader of the Nationalists who 
supported the Stalhelm candidate, Theodore 
Duesterberg—of the strategic position he had 
hoped to attain in the second election campaign. 
There is now no prospect that, in return for trans- 
ferring his support to von Hindenburg, Hugen- 
berg will be able to force Dr. Briining to re- 
sign. Moreover, the government’s prompt refusal 
on March 14 to dissolve the Reichstag and hold a 
general election as a quid pro quo for Hugenberg’s 
two and a half million votes underlines the weak 
position of the Nationalist leader. 


The Communists, in spite of the Reich’s in- 
creasing economic distress, were unable notice- 
ably to augment their vote. This was doubtless 
due in part to inadequate leadership, but is also 
an indication of the growth of nationalism in 
Germany. 


The German election has given the world a 
brief reprieve. It is now imperative that the 
coming Lausanne Conference prove to the Ger- 
man people that their faith in von Hindenburg 


has not been in vain. M. S. WERTHEIMER. 


The Assembly Reaffirms Its Stand 


The extraordinary session of the League As- 
sembly, which convened on March 3 at China’s 
request to deal with the Far Eastern crisis, ad- 
journed on March 11 after adopting a resolution 
in three parts. The first part of the resolution 
affirmed the binding nature of the principles and 
provisions of the League Covenant and the Anti- 
War Pact, and declared it “incumbent upon mem- 
bers of the League of Nations not to recognize any 
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situation, treaty or agreement” brought about by 
means contrary to the Covenant. The second 
part recalled the Assembly’s resolution of March 
4 and requested the cooperation of the powers in 
maintaining order in the evacuated zone upon 
cessation of hostilities and withdrawal of the 
Japanese forces. The third part declared that 
the whole of the Sino-Japanese dispute (i.e., in- 
cluding Manchuria) had been referred to the As- 
sembly, and set up a committee of nineteen mem- 
bers to act in the Assembly’s behalf. The primary 
duty of this committee, which is composed of 
the president of the Assembly, twelve Council 
members, and six other elected members, is to 
prepare a draft agreement for submission to the 
Assembly as provided in paragraph 3 of Article 
15 of the Covenant. Should the committee fail in 
this attempt, it shall prepare the draft report pro- 
vided for in paragraph 4 of Article 15, stating 
the facts of the dispute and its recommendations. 
If necessary, the committee may also propose that 
the Assembly request the World Court for an ad- 
visory opinion. The first report of the committee 
is to be submitted to the Assembly not later than 
May 1. 


The six members elected to the committee on 
March 11 include Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, 
Colombia, Sweden, Portugal and Hungary, the 
first four of which have been among the most out- 
spoken opponents of Japan in the Assembly. Dr. 
Sato and Dr. W. W. Yen refrained from voting on 
the resolution, the former because of Japan’s re- 
fusal to admit the Assembly’s jurisdiction in the 
Manchurian question, and the latter because of 
failure to receive instructions from China. Both, 
however, participated in the voting for the six 
elected members of the committee. 


At Shanghai, negotiations looking toward a 
truce have been deadlocked, with China demand- 
ing complete and unconditional Japanese with- 
drawal, while Japan refuses to permit the re- 
establishment of the status quo of January 28. On 
March 16, however, press reports stated that a 
tentative agreement for the cessation of hostilities 
had been reached, although details were lacking. 
In Manchuria, the independence of the new state 
of Manchoukuo (Land of Manchuria) was official- 
ly proclaimed on March 9, and the former Manchu 
Emperor Pu-Yi installed as dictator. On March 
14 the Manchoukuo government dispatched a 
statement of its foreign policy to various govern- 
ments, requesting the establishment of formal 
diplomatic relations. It was reported that Great 
Britain and the United States do not intend to 
take action on this request for recognition. 


T. A. BISSON. 


The Reed Resolution on the World Court 


The failure of the Foreign Relations Committee 
to report the World Court Protocols to the Senate 
for a final vote on American adherence is ascribed 
to a controversy over the form of the resolution 
authorizing ratification by the United States, 
The resolution was introduced by Senator Reed 
at a meeting of the committee on March 2 and 
unanimously adopted. The committee, however, 
was sharply divided on the meaning of the reso. 
lution, which proposed to add to the instrument 
of ratification that the Senate consents on the 
“clear understanding” that the Court “shall not, 
without the consent of the United States, enter- 
tain any request for an advisory opinion touch- 
ing any dispute or question in which the United 
States has or claims an interest.” 

The sponsors of the resolution, Senator Reed 
and Senator Walsh of Montana, who are pro- 
ponents of ratification, declared that the resolu- 
tion merely interpreted this country’s understand- 
ing of the Root-Hurst protocol and as such would 
not require submission to the other signatories. 
Senators Borah and Johnson, on the other hand, 
insisted that the resolution was a reservation, 
requiring re-submission to every state member 
of the World Court. 

The National World Court Committee and 
other groups supporting the Court have endorsed 
Senator Reed’s resolution, the effect of which, in 
their opinion, is merely to clarify the Senate’s 
understanding of the Root protocol. The resolu- 
tion, as the World Court Committee pointed out, 
simply affirms the interpretation of the protocol 
given to the Foreign Relations Committee by Mr. 
Root himself a year ago. 

It is not unlikely, however, that the controversy 
aroused by this resolution may be used by both 
Senatorial friends and opponents of the Court 
as an excuse for further delay. The Foreign Re- 
lations Committee is reported to be evenly di- 
vided on the question of an early report to the 
Senate, with several supporters of the Court op- 
posed to action at this time. Moreover, leaders of 
both parties are apparently reluctant to press for 
a vote before the Presidential elections next fall. 


W. T. STONE. 


The Soviets Conquer Wheat, by Anna Louise Strong. New 
York, Holt, 1931. $2.50 
A graphic and absorbing account of the 1930 drive for 

collectivization. 

European Alliances and Alignments, 1871-1890, by William 
L. Langer. New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 1931. $5.00. 
A valuable study based on recently published documents. 

Soviet Russia, by W. H. Chamberlin. Boston, Little, 


Brown, 1931. Revised edition. $3.50 
An excellent study brought up to date. 
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